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peace and of internal development; one notable undertaking
was the protection of the country against the raids of
Esthonian pirates, which resulted in the building of Stock-
holm. But the general state of civil war kept Sweden in
a backward condition. It was only loosely united; the
chief power had passed to the southern provinces, which had
been Christianised much earlier than the rest. In Upsala
the heathen temple was not destroyed until the end of the
eleventh century, but when this was done Upsala became
the chief ecclesiastical centre as well as the place of royal
residence. In the national development, indeed, the Church
was playing a more prominent part than the monarchy.
The mission of Nicholas Breakspear in 1152, resulting in the
foundation of bishoprics and monasteries, the creation of a
national saint in St. Eric, the establishment of a Swedish
archbishopric at Upsala in 1164, were all stages in this
development, which enhanced the power of the Church.
But until the long dynastic struggle was over, it was unable
fully to exert its influence or to carry into effect its own
programme of ecclesiastical reform and obedience to canon
law.
In Norway, though there was a long and disastrous period Norway
of civil war in the twelfth century, the monarchical authority Magnus and
both before and after this period was stronger than in Sweden,
and the development of the kingdom was less retarded. The
son of St. Olaf, Magnus, was for five years king of Denmark
as well as of Norway, and though on his death in 1047 the
two kingdoms were again divided, his successors were men of
energy and determination. Harold Hardrada, half-brother
of St. Olaf, was a restless warrior, aiming continually at the
recovery of Denmark until his mind was diverted by the
scheme of conquest of England, in which he met his death
at Stamford Bridge in 1066. His son Olaf Kyrre was a man
of peace, who fostered the internal development of his king-
dom, and especially the organisation of the Church as a
civilising factor and as the ally and subordinate of the mon-
archy. In 1093 he was succeeded by his son Magnus Bareleg,
who reversed his father's policy and displayed the martial
and Viking spirit of his grandfather. The principal achieve-
ment of his reign of twenty years was his reconquest of the
Norwegian colonies—especially the Orkneys, Man, and the

